Parnell
born to an estate, his friends thought it incumbent upon them
to give him the best education which could be had for love or
money* * * /' The elder girls were sent to Paris to be
" finished/* and when they had acquired all the accomplish-
ments that the French could bestow upon them, they went
for " the season " to the house of their uncle and aunt, Sir
Ralph and Lady Howard, where they whirled through balls
and sat through plays and operas and were seen in the Park*
They bobbed before the Queen at Buckingham Palace, and
went through the whole of the elaborate ritual which was
prescribed for the well-bred Victorian young woman who
earnestly endeavoured to secure a rich and, if possible,
handsome husband* Delia and Emily had already curtsied
to Queen Victoria and made some sensation, especially the
first, with their good looks, and the Parnells were anticipating
the time when the lovely Sophia would also be presented at
Court, If Delia had astounded London by her beauty, how
much more would Sophia, with her golden hair and deep,
dark blue eyes, and blush-rose complexion, astound it ?
The girls were all to marry well* Delia had done so, and was
now richly and magnificently established in Paris, delighting
the French by her beauty and tormenting her husband by the
admiration which it excited* Emily, though not so handsome
as her elder sister, would no doubt marry as well, although
she was causing her parents some distress by her persistent
affection for a really dreadful young man called Dickinson,
But a season with the Howards would cure Emily of her
girlish romance! * * *
On June n, 1859, Delia married Mr* Thomson* A few
weeks later, her father suddenly died* All of his family,
except Charles, were in Paris or at school, and when he was
buried in Mount Jerome Cemetery, he was followed to his
grave only by his thirteen-year-old son* Neither Mrs* Parnell
nor her son John nor his sisters, who were in Paris* returned